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skill in arts and crafts of the Haratha men and the
beauty of the Maratha women, especially in the
shape" of their nose and eye brows. There were
rich Hindu merchants, known as Sahs, who did a
flourishing trade in gems and precious stones.
Music WHS popular, and a special quarter was set
apart for singers, male and female.
Cambay was a beautiful city, with elegant
houses and mosques. It was not defended by
walls, its maritime trade was of great importance,
and its harbour admitted large sea-going ships.
Most of the inhabitants were foreign Muslim
merchants, who emulated each other in erecting
handsome buildings and charitable establishments.
In a neighbouring port the party took three
ships, on which they embarked for the Malabar
ports. One of them had sixty oars, and a deck to
protect the rowers from stones and arrows. On
the leading ship they also embarked 50 archers and
50 Abyssinian warriors. The Abyssinians were
powerful on the "West Coast, and when an Abyssin-
ian was on board, the ship was not mfilestM by
pirates.
Sailing south they reached Hind war (Honawar)
where there was a Muslim Sultan, probably of H
foreign (Arab) race. He took tribute from Malabar,
but was himself tributary to a Hindu king. He
wore silk and fine cotton9 plaited his hair, and
carried a small turban on his head. His banquets
consisted mostly of rice, with which were served
ftfe, vegetables, and sour milk, but no